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PREFACE.

The author of this little book preached a number of
doctrinal sermons in the early part of 1887 to churches
he was serving as pastor in Berrien - county, Georgia.
Churches in other counties requested that they should be
repeated for their benefit; and by special arrangements
the samle sermons were delivered to a half dozen or
more different congregations in Eastern Georgia. By
the urgent solicitations of a number of brethren and
friends the sermons were published in a book calleds
the Seven Baptist Pillars. There were added to the
seven doctrinal sermons, two others; one on Baplist
History and one on Feet-washing. 'The book had a
ready sale until the first edition was exhausted, there
having been but one edition published. The sermon
on Feet-washing has since been called for by a great
many people, both of fke regular Baptists and others.

Some months in the past a beloved brother in South-

west Georgia asked the permission of the writer to re-
publish that sermon for circulation. After due con-
sideration and prayer the writer decided to write a
treatise upon the Jewish Passover and Feet-washing, and
cubmit to the dear brother for publication. :
Those who read the chapter in this little book, that
have read the sermon on Feet-washing," will note two
differences, one respecting the time and the other re-
specting the place where the Saviour washed the dis-
ciples’ . feet. When that sermon was preached the
writer had never studied the subject of the passower,
and was very. ignorant relative to many things con-
nected with that subject. He thought that the com-
mon belief that Jesus and His disciples ate the last pass-
over, land then He was arrested, tried, condemned and
crucified was true. Upon that belief he based the time
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and place. He thought the time to be two days before
the feast of the passover, and the place to be the house
of Simon the leper. in the town of Bethany. After
giving the subject of the Jewish passover a thorough
and c_:areful study he was satisfied that he was in error
relative ‘to the time and place of the feet-washing, as
well as of many other things connected with the '1ast
days of our Saviour on earth.

Upon ‘getting everything connected and in proper
order with reference to the passover, he finds there is
no apparent contradictions or disharmony in the Scrip-
tures upon this subject. So the reader will find that
1‘:he feet-washing did occur, in Jerusalem, in the

‘upper room, furnished,’” in the midst of a supper, on
the night preceding the night in which the pass:)ver
was eaten, and that the Lord's supper was instituted
at the dlose of that supper, after which they “‘sang a
hymn and went out.”’

Relative to the object of feet-washing, and the great

lesson of Christian equality it teaches, as well as the
time anfi the circumstances under which it is to be
done, his views are precisely the same as they were
when the sermon published in 7%e Seven Baptist Pil-
lagyg was preached to the hundreds who heard/it in
1887. .
Dear reader, study these subjects closely and con-
nectedly in the light of God's word. Let your faith
and practice be consistent with His teachings. Remem-
ber, it is extremely dangerous to depart from His word
even in a very small matter. We are His friends if
we do whatsoever He commands us, and do it as He
commands, and for the purpose He commands. But
if we add to or take from the words of His book a
great trouble is pronounced upon us. .

May He help us to stand in the way and see and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk

‘ therein, that we may find rest for our souls, Amen.

W. L. GEIGER.
: :




INTRODUCTION.

So far asthe writer knows, his views as expressed in the
following pages, respecting the days and hours when
certain events narrated in the New Testament occurred,
are peculiar to himself. He has never heard of any of
his brethren in the ministry advocating in the pulpit
or newspapers many of the tiioughts he advocates in
this treatise. In his early ministry he advocated the
general teaching upon those questions, taking as being
true, the things usually taught in our theological
schools and published in what is called our Stand-
ard Books. He then studied those books rather thar
his Bible, receiving what they taught without cavil.
- He was then satisfied that the general teaching upon

the following subjects was correct, viz: That the pub-

lic ministry of Jesus lasted three -or three and a half
years; that Jesus washed His disciples’ feet in Bethany
two days before the feast of the passover; that He and

His apostles together ate the last passover; that He
-instituted His supper at the close of the passover sup-
per; that the twelve apostles were all present when He

instituted His supper; that Jesus was crucified on Fri-
day and buried late in the evening of the same day.

Some circumstauces occurred that led him to the
necessity of proving some things that occurred in con:
nection with some of these events—to do this it became
necessary to show the time of certain events. He
began a review of his old standard books in order to
get those times down correctly. He soon became con-
fused and decided that their teaching evidently contra-
dicted the word of God. The word taught that the
body of Jesus was buried three days and three nights.

He rose on the first day of the week. By no count
could he make three days and three nights from Fri-
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day evening to Sunday morning. There must be
something wrong in the books. Again, Jesus is our
passover, Paul teaches. How could He eat the pass-
over, a type of Himself? At least, how could he eat
it before the lawful time for eating it, if He came not
“'to destroy but to fulfill the law?”’ These and others
were puzzling questions he had to solve. He resolved
to investigate these subjects for himself, and not rely
upon what theologiaus said about them. He carried
the matter to the Lord and begged for help and direc-
tion in the investigation. To his astonishmeut, just
about this time a book came to him through the mails.
He had never heard that such a book had been writ-
ten. It was a present from the publisher, Mr. C. R.
Barus, of St. Louis, Mo. It was the first book of the
first edition that was bound. It was not thoroughly
dry when he received it. It was from that prince of
scholars, Deacon W. M. Page, of Missouri, whom the
Lord took home soon after completing the book. ‘The
title of the book was, “New Light from Old Lelipses.”
Here was all he needed as a scholarly book, to help him
study the Bible upon the questions that were perplex-
ing bis mind at the time.  He went to work in earnest
and satisfied himself that the publlc ministry of Jesus
lasted but about one year; that Jesus. washed His dis-
ciples’ feet in Jerusalem on Wednesday evening, which
was the first part of the preparation day for the pass-
over; that Jesus and His apostles never ate the last
passover; that His supper was instituted at the close
of the supper eaten the night before the passover was
eaten; that there were but eleven of the apostles pres-
ent when He instituted His supper, Judas having gone
out before; that Jesus was crucified on Thursday, and
buried late in the evening of the same day; that He
rose from the dead on Sunday morning having lain. in
the sepulchre ‘‘three evenings and three mornings.’’
Since learning these great truths the writer has felt
much better satisfied. Many passages in God’s word,
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that before were mysterious, are now plain and easy to
understand. ‘
The little book is sent forth to the brethren with the
prayer that God may bless the study of these things to
them, and to their spiritual good, as much as He has
blessed it to the
HuMBLE AUTHOR.

8

THE JEWISH PASSOVER.

I.

AN ERROR AMONG BIBLE READERS. THE AUTHOR’S POSITION.

LIGHT RESPECTING THE FRAST.OF THE PASSOVER. SCRIP-
TURES TO BE CAKEFULLY READ. TWELVE NOTABLE CONSID-
ERATIONS. QUOTATIONS FROM PROMINENT AUTHORS.

It is erroneously believed by many readers of the
Bible that Jesus-and his disciples ate the last passover,
and that in connection with that eating, or immedi-
ately afterward, He instituted His supper and washed
the disciples’ feet. Some recognize the feet-washing
as a church ordinance to be perpetuated in the church
in connection with the Lord’s supper until the end of
the church age. I do not believe that the Saviour or
His disciples ate the passover that was celebrated the
year in which He was crucified, or that He instituted
His supper or washed His disciples’ feet.in connection
with that passover. I believe He weshed the disci-
ples’ feet before the paschal lamb was killed, and insti-
tuted His supper after the feet-washing, and that He

_was crucified and buried, and the disciples ‘‘scattered
as sheep without a shepherd’’ before the legal hour
came for eating the passover.

In order for us to understand the Scriptures bearing

upon these subjects, it is necessary to get all the

6

light“available respecting the feast of the passover:
The time the passover was to be observed; the Jewish
and Roman customs in reckoning time; the time for
selecting the lamb, and for sacrificing it; the prepara-
tion of the house or room where: the passover was to
be eaten, as well as preparation of the supper; how
it was to be eaten and when; what this feast was to
teach the Jews; what it was to symbolize, etc., etc.

I will devote this chapter to the consideration of the
above and kindred questions. The reader is requested
to lay down the book and take his Bible and read care-
fully the following Scriptures: Deut, 16:1 7, Ex. 12:
2-39; Num.g:1-14; Ex.13:3-10; Ex. 34:18; II Chron.
30; II Chron. 35:1-19; Ezra 6:19-22.

There are several things that we note from these
Scriptures, as follows:

1. God appointed the month Abib or Nisan (Ex. 23:
15), to be the first month of the Hebrews' ecclesias-
tical year.

2. He commanded the Israelites in the land of
Egypt to take to each family (unless the family was
too small), a lamb of the first year, without blemish,
and to shut it up on the 1oth day of the month, keep-
ing it up until the 14th day, on which day the whole
assembly of the congregation should Kkill it ‘‘between
the two evenings.” (See margin). The blood was to
be sprinkled on the door posts, and the lamb was to
be roasted in the fire and eaten with unleavened bread
and bitter herbs, on the evening following the slaying,
‘‘hetween the evenings.”’ 7

3. They were to eat it in haste, with their loins
girded, their shoes on their feet, and with staff in hand
ready to start on their journey when the command
was given. : -

4. None of them were permitted to leave the house
where they ate the passover till morning.

5. They were required to keep a feast of unleav-
ened bread for seven days in connection with the pass-
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over. This feast began with the eating of the pass-

. over supper on the evening following the 14th of

Nisan, and lasted till the 21st day in the evening.

6. The first and last days of this feast were Sab-
baths, in which no servile work was to be done. 'In
fact, these Sabbaths were cousidered more important
than the weekly Sabbath. They werecalled ‘‘an holy
convocation,”” ‘‘an high day,”” ‘‘the great day of the
feast,’’ etc.

7. The law required that the entire congregation

should sacrifice the lamb at the same time of the same

day, and that the paschal supper should be eaten by
all'on the same evening. Provision, however, was
made for those who were absent, sick, or in any way dis-

qualified at the appointed time for the service. “*Such’

as were on a journey, or under sickness, or ceremonial

- uncleanness, at the proper time, were obliged to .

observe the feast on the fourteenth day of the second
month.””  (Brown’s Bible Dictionary.)
- 8. It must be borne in mind that the Hebrews con-
sidered the day to begin with sunset, or at six o’clock
in the evening. Hence the time with them was always
evening first, then morning, as: ‘“The evening and the
morning were the first day,”’ etc. They counted their
hours and watches from sunset and sunrise, or from
six o’clock in the evening and from six o’clock in the
morning. The Roman day began at midnight as ours
does. Their hours were counted fromn midnight and
from midday as ours are. Matthew, Mark and Luke
used the Hebrew methed. Their third hour of the day
was nine o’clock in the morning, thejr sixth hour,
" . twelve o’clock; their ninth hour, three o’clock in the
afternoon. = John used the Roman method of count-
ing time. Hence his sixth hour was six o’clock in the
morning; his ninth hour, nine o’clock, etc. The read-
er will do well to bear this distinction in mind, as it
will save confusion farther on in our investigation.

9. The expression ‘‘between the two evenings,’’

&

as may be seen in the margin from the reference of
sixth verse of twelfth chapter of Exodus, was a very
common Hebrew expression, and indicated the time
between the lengthening of the shadows and sunset, or
between two and six o’clock.

10. The paschal lamb was selected, or condemned on
the tenth day of the month, and slain on the four-
teenth day between two and six o’clock, The meal
was then prepared and eaten during the first part of
the evening that followed, which ‘was the first part of
the fifteenth day—the day beginning at sunset.

11. The process of ridding the house of all leaven,
cleansing it thoroughly, going fully through with the
ceremony as the law directed, the burning of the leav-
en, the killing, dressing.and roasting of the paschal
lamb, the baking of the unleavened bread, the prepar- ‘
ing of the bitter herbs; all took place on the four-"
teenth day, and the meal was eaten on the fifteenth
day, shortly after sunset.

12. The fifteenth day was the first day of unleav-
ened bread, which day was always a Sabbath, let it
occur on what day of the week it might. The feast
of unleavened bread, which always embraced the day
the passover was eaten, lasted till the twenty-first day
in the evening, or seven full days, the last one.of
which was also a Sabbath. : '

Canon Brown says: ‘‘The first day of unleavened
bread, or fifteenth Nisan, was oue of the most sacred
days in the year, a day on which no servile work was
to be done—Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:7. As soon as the
sun went down on the fourteenth, all work must cease,
none must go abroad out of their houses unti] the .
morning.”’ (Ex. 12:22.) :

A writer in the Bibliotheca Sacra for July, 1871, as
quoted in New Light from Old Eclipses, says: ‘“The
fifteenth of Nisan was so exceptionally sacred, that
the oidinary Sabbath might be turued fox_‘ it into a day
of preparation. When the fifteenth of Nisan fell upon
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the Jewish Feria 1. and accordingly the fourteenth of
Nisan was a Sabbath, the latter might be broken so
far as preparations were necessary for the feast. From
which it follows that the passover was more sacred
than the Sabbath.”’ :

Relative to what was done on the day of prepara-
tion, I will quote from McClintock and Strong, Vol.
7, page 737: “‘On the evening of the thirteenth, which,
until that of the {ourteenth, was called the prepara-
tion for the passover, every head of a family searched
for and collected by the light of a candle, all the leaven.
Before beginning the search he pronounced the follow-
ing benediction: ‘Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God,
King of the universe, who hath sanctified us with the
commandments, and enjoined us to remove the leaven.’
After the search he said: ‘Whatever leaven remaiuns in
my possession that I cannot see, behold, it is null, and
accounted as the dust of the earth.’

I will now quote from New Light from Old Eclipses,
pages 143 and 144: ‘‘The ceremony (of ridding the
house of leaven), having been performed on the eve-
ning of the thirteenth of Nisan, the burning of the
leaven was deferred until mid-day of the fourteenth.
In the afternoon of the fourteenth took place the sol-
emn ceremony of killing the paschal lambs. The
animals were slain in the court of the temple, between
three and five o'clock in the afternoon, as Josephus
tells us. According to the Jewish method of dividing
the day, this was ‘between the evenings;’ for they
reckoned the first evening as beginning when the
lengthening of the shadows was first perceptible, or
shortly after noon; and the second as beginning with
sunset, a point which also marked the commencement
of another day. According to our reckoning, the
paschal lamb was eaten on the evening of the day on
which it was slain; but as the Jews began their day
with sunset, the intervention of sunset between the
two points brought one occurrence on the fourteenth
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of Nisan, the other upon the fifteenth. The paschal
supper then was eaten upon the evening begin-
ning the fifteenth of Nisan; and this Sabbath was a
_‘day of holy convocation,” ‘an high day,’ according as
we choose to use the phrascology of Leviticus or of the
gospel of John,”

IIL.-

THE PASSOVER WAS FOR A MEMORIAI:. THE PLACE WHERE IT
WAS TO BE CELEBRATED WAS JERUSALEM. IT WAS A TYPE
OF CHRIST. EXAMINATION OF MATTHEW, MARK AND LUKE
CLEAR PROOF THAT JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES DID NOT EA'.I..‘
THAT PASSOVER. ;

The Israelites were commanded to observe the pass- *
over ‘‘far a memorial.”” God said, ‘‘Ye shall keep it
a feast to the Lord throughout your generations.’’
Again, ‘“Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover within
any of thy gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee
but at the place which the Lord thy God shall choose
to place His name in, there shalt thou sacrifice the
passover at even, at the going down of the sun, at the
season thou camest forth out of Egypt.”’—Deut. 16:5-6,

Greswell, on the Harmony of the Gospels, Vol. 3
page 162, says: ‘‘This sacrifice was limited from the
first, in point of time, to one day in the whole year,

‘the fourteenth of Abib or Nisan; and-in point of place,

to that particular quarter, out of all possible situa-
tions, which God should select to fix His name there.’’

The reader will understand that at the time of
Christ’s crucifixion no Jew was allowed to celebrate
the passover at any place except Jerusalem, or on any
day except the fourteenth of Nisan, unless he should
be hindered by sickness, or handling the dead, enter-
ing the house of a Gentile, or in some other way; in
which event he would be compelled to observe it just
one month later. The law was so rigid that no Jew
could with impunity fail or refuse to partake of the
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paschal supper, and no substitute of time or place
would suffice. In fact the failure to obserye it in
Jerusalem, and on the fourteenth day of Nisan in the
evening, or on that day one month later, if disquali-
fied on that day, would be a failure to observe it at all.
All the Old Testament service was typical of some-
thing in the New. Of what is the passover a type?
Ts it not a type of Christ? Does not that lamb of the
first year, ‘“‘without blemish,” stand for Him ‘‘who
knew no sin,”’ and who was recognized as ‘‘the Lamb
of God?"’ = Was he not condemned on the teunth day
of Nisan and sacrificed on the fourteenth? The Relig-
ious Encyclopedia ‘answered this question thus: ‘‘The
paschal lamb was an illustrious type of Christ, who
became a sacrifice for the redemption of His church
ffom sin and misery; but the resemblances between
the type and antitype have been strained by many
writers into a great number of fanciful particulars. It
is enough for us to be assured that as Christ is called
‘our passover’ and the ‘Lamb of God’ without ‘spot,’
by the ‘sprinkling of whose blood’ we are delivered
from guilt and punishment; and as faith i Him is
represented to us as ‘eating the flesh of Christ,’ with
evident allusion to the eating of the paschal sacrifice,
so, in these leading particulars, the mystery of our
redemption was set forth. ‘The paschal lamb there-
fore prefigured the offering of the spotless Son of Ged,
the appointed ‘propitiation for the sins of the whole
world,’ by virtue of which, when received by faith,
we are delivered from.the bondage of guilt and misery,
and nourished with strength for our heavenly journey
to that land of rest, of which Canaan, as early asthe
days of Abraham, became the divinely instituted
figure.”’

Now, after thus briefly laying before the reader, in
the last and this chapter, the laws governing the pass-
over, I am ready to set forth my reasons for taking
the position that Jesus and His apostles did not eat

Iz

th&; Ias.i‘.l passover, ;

n the first place I will examine the i
Matthew, Mark and Luke that are claimggs:ggfesaclg
positively that they did eat it. Matt.. 26:17-25, is the
first. I cannot find in that whole passage an’y verse
or expression that teaches posifively that they did eat
the passover. The disciples asked Him where the
should prepare for Him to eat the passover with Hi}s”
disciples. FHe told them to ‘‘go into the city to such
a man, and say unto him, the Master saith, my time
is at hand; I will keep the passoveriat thy h'ouse with
my disciples,”” and no doubt He would had He not
been arrested and crucified before the hour came for
eating it. Again, it is said, ‘“They made ready the
Rassover.” No doubt they did, so far as the prepara-
tion that was to be made up to that hour was con-
cerned. ‘‘Now when the even was come He sat down
with the twelve,”” but it does not say that He sat down
with them to eat the passover. It does not say that
they ate dry, roasted lamb with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs, for they had a dish and dipped into it
I find nothing in this passage that teaches pasitivcl.
that He and His disciples did eat the passover. Tho:;:
who get that idea out of it, get it from inference. But
I will say more about this passage later. It is enough
for_my. present purpose to find that the affirmative has
no positive proof in it.

The'n.extpi)assage is Mark 14:12-21. In this I find
no positive proof. It is pretty much the same state-
ments as are made by Matthew. Mark tells us also
that they had a dish and dipped into it, from which
I draw the conclusion that it was not a Jewish paschal
supper. : : ~ '

The next passage relied on to prove it positively is

‘Luke 22:7-18. The principal verses relied on in this

passage are the 15th and 16th, which say,* ‘‘wi

: ] ; vy, ‘‘with
desire I have desired to eat this passover with you
before I suffer, for I say unto you, I will not any more
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eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of
God.”” The expression ‘I will not any more eat
thereof’’ is construed as meaning that Jesus would eat
that passover with them, but would not eat another,
<until it be fulfilled in the kingdam of God.”’ Unfor-
tunately for the advocates of this position, the trans-
lators of the' Authorized Version have supplied words
in this text without good authority. The Revised
Version renders it, *“With desire I have desired to eat
this passover with you before I suffer; for I sayv unto
you / shall not eat if, until it be fulfilled in the king-
dom of God.”” The Emphatic Diaglot renders those
verses as follows: ‘‘And he said to them, I have eat-
nestly desired to eat this passover with you before I
suffer; for I say unto you, / will not eat gf it till it shall
be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”’ Deacon Page,

in his New Light from Old Eclipses, following Mat- .

‘thew 26:29, places éufin the stead of ‘‘for,”’ in the
first of verse 16th, ‘‘But I say unto you,’’ etc. If
these versions are correct the subject is made very
clear. Matthew and Mark furnish no positive proof
that they Jate the passover at all, it is only inferred,
while we have decidedly stronger grounds to infer that
the supper they ate was not the passover. But Luke
sets the matter forever at rest, by declaring that Jesus
said, ‘I say unto you, 7 will not eat of it till it shall be
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”’

All this was done at a supper eaten by Jesus and
His apostles the day before the timie for eating the
passover, which will be brought out mere clearly in

chapters to follow.

- III1.

A FULLER EXAMINATION OF
MATTHEW, MAREK
;I];II])E lggvg UEP;':;?)EI‘#STS ARE HARMONIbUS. Tﬁggs;‘fgé
ORDS ARE NOT CONTRADICTO
gﬁfnngg}fggxgix‘isggggmN THE SUPPER RATEN BEFI?;E :;;
R. WHAT OCCURRED :
PER. fJ.‘HElEVENTS CHRONOLOGICALLY AR:ANQ;DTHAT =

_ For a correct understanding of
tially examined in last chaptergwe- ;llllgu?gsg;gzstﬁ:;
::u:;]ec;realc]gtllc;a;lv :eadmg in conlr]xection with other Scrip-
'Ws governing the passover. Wh
have done this we will see that there j s
betsween the four writers of the s
: : | gospel, but that the
are united in teaching that Te i .
were not permitted to égaf the l-lsil'ﬁa:stggef o
,fIt must be remembered that' John wrot;: a number
of years after the others had written and that !.'11r
Spirit would have him to gather up facts, for the m, f
part, omitted by the others. The other's all gi .
account of the institution of the Lord’s sup g'vslgm
;Jz?lh: rg:?lltf 'II:Ilf mer];tions the feet-waishing tgi (‘)theljs,
it it. e others all menti 3uy
and His apostles ate in the “guestogh:msbuegpfr vgl(:'suli
chamber Peter and John had prepared for them to :ect
the passover in, at the close of which supper _Iesﬁl
instituted the ‘‘Lord’s Supper.”” John mentions tll:S
same supper and says it was “‘before the feast of th:
passover (John 13:1), and in the midst of it Jesu
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wi th =
with the towel wherewith He was girded”’ (vg:se-esn
Matthew 26:17 says: ‘“Now the first of the unlegwE
ened bread the‘ disciples came to Jesus saying unto
Him, where wilt thou that we prepare f,or thee to eat
the passover.” * Mark 14:12 says: ‘“And the first da
of_un]gat.rened bread, when they sacrificed the passov £
‘I:I1s disciples said unto Him,’’ etc. ILuke 22-p7-8 sae;:
Then came the day of .unleavened bread v;vﬁen t}ile
passover must be killed. And he sent Peter and John
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-
i | are us,’’ etc. John 19:14 says:
saying, go :f..ldt}f::egr;garation of the psgssot\lrer, ?xno(?
o Lt :;x.;:h hour.” - (I have omitted int ese%ak_
ttions t?n; words supplied by the trauslato}:‘s.) e
el rficial view of these passages t ered onis
dnhe !:utpebe uite a discrepancy. ‘M?tth.ew e;{nd e
appl:‘.']a:o gonv?y the idea that the disciples aske: ;
see

here He would have them prepare for the passover, on
w

£ teach
the first day of the feast, and Luke appears to te

072
hat Jesus sent Peter and John lo makg the %reflclz;’ajéist
tha day following the preparation day; or Owaq o
:i 3 ofythe feast. John tells us that ]es}:s eas} s
Ptﬁvate on the day before the first day of the feast,
WaI&’ Sﬁlpl?;a’tcl::efu?%x‘amination o.f these passhagelgov:l;?
enable us to see that they are in perfect
id the passage 1n g e
Whelrg gebr the translators we have, ~'now 1:1§f e
ddy 1? thg unleavened,’”” or ‘‘the beginning ol o
3?1¥eaovened bread, the disciples came to Jesus,

d the diffi-
ing no t rds than Matthew use
Tallt{;rnfaﬁ(i)s}?;zre ‘;to is not reasonable to suppose that
cu S.

i i t
i isci have waited to inquire abou
i dlst(t:llg le?epwagalxlt]i((i)u should be made until ?{f}cﬁi
i 1i pala had passed and the first day of i
o mnI\Te'ij'Jcher: is it reasonable to supposediSCi-
peed & uld have neglected sending the t\:_o dipet
i wocure the room and make the prepara I\;Onk e
e Ee‘ day for preparation had passed. dar-taud
aftllE: {)oih pﬁt in a clause that gives us to utn ti}; o
tLh‘;tethey mean the preparation. day ar:g_engay o it
_day of the feast. Mark says, it W?{S hosdal,. B2
‘thgy sacrificed the passover.”’ Lu g:ns dy’; m
day ‘‘when the passover must be killed. Theopes
ay11 bs were always sacrificed on the prep afer
31;; “El‘)!:tween the two evenings,’’ or between tw

ve O k * 0o W (S e Q e w- t esses
ﬁ CIOC S el see ffom th se l'll‘ € 1tnes %
.

ion on
that the disciples went to make the preparation
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Matthew of the words -

Preparation day and not on the first day of the feast.

*“The question, ‘where wilt thou that we prepare ?’

etc., must have been asked on the thirteenth of Nisan,
when the strangers in Jerusalem, if they had not done
so before, would seek a place in which to eat the pass-
over; since on that evening they must cast the leaven
out of the place in which the rite was to be observed.”’
(New Light from Old Eclipses, p. 153.)

We learn from Josephus that strangers attending
the feast usually formed companies. of from twelve to
twenty, and this number secured a room together for
the purposes of the feast. Brown informs us that
these rooms were usunally furnished free of rent. Jesus
and His disciples formed a company of sufficient num-
ber to require one paschal lamb for their feast. So, on
the thirteenth of Nisan, Jesus sent Peter and John into
the city to procure a room and begin the preparation
for the passover. The room was procured according
to the direction of Jesus and at sunset ‘the fourteenth
day of Nisan beégan. This was the Preparation day,
and they began to make the Preparation the law
required should be made that evening, which was to

search for the leaven with a lighted candle, going
through the ceremony mentioned in first chapter.
This room was theirs to occupy through the feast of
seven days, beginning on the fifteenth and ending on
the twenty-first of Nisan. That evening Jesus and
His twelve apostles sat down in that room to their
evening meal. I don’t know of what that meal con-
sisted, but it was an ordinary supper. They had a
dish into which they “‘dipped,” which implies that
the dish contained soup or ‘‘sop,”’ or small morsels
of bread and fish or flesh, according to the methods
of dining in the Orient to this day. ‘There are no indi-
cations in the descriptions given by any of the writers
that it was the passover supper. But to the contrary
everything in the descriptions indicates that it was an
ordinary meal, in the first part of preparation day.
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The Saviour sat down with a sad heart. He knew
He would not be permitted to live till the next eve-
ning to celebrate with His apostles, whom he loved,
the passover. He said in His great sorrow: '‘With
desire I have desired to eat this passover with you
before I suffer; but I say unto you, 7 skall not eat it
~ until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”” How
sad this made the disciples feel! Their poor hearts
were troubled. Jesus comforted them. ‘‘Let not your
heart be troubled. -You believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions. I
go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare
a place for you I will come again and receive you unto
myself, that where I am there ye may be also.”’ ‘
He taught them long and lovingly in that upper
room that sad, sad night! In the midst of the meal,
He arose from the table, took a servant’s place and
washed their feet. He returned with them to the
table and continued the meal while He taught them.
He gave the “'sop’’ to Judas when He had ‘‘dipped
it,”” and Judas ‘“‘went immediately out.”” He con-
tinued the instructions while they sat at the table,
and when the meal was finished He instituted what is
called “‘the Lord’s supper,’’ after which ‘‘they sang a
hymn and went out to the mount of Olives,’’ to return
no more to that room to eat the passover. Judas with
a band of soldiers sought and found Him. He was
arrested, carried first before the Jewish court, but
about six o’clock in the morning He was brought
before Pilate. John says this was on the preparation
day. 'The leaven had been gathered out of the rooms
by the light of the candles the evening before, which
was the first work of preparation. The ceremony of
burning the leaven must take place on this day at 12
o’clock. The sacrificing of the paschal lambs must
take place between two and five o’clock, and the pass-
over be eaten in the first part of the fifteenth day, or
in the evening following the slaying and cooking of
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th; paschal lambs, :
esus 1s sentenced to be crucified. i
hour, Hebrew time (9 o’clock), He is nﬁfletihet;htl*ll;g '
cross. A§ the sixth hour (12 o’clock, when the Jews
were burning the leaven), there was darkness over th
whole land until the ninth hour.”” The ninth hou:
was thl;ee'o’clock in the afternoon. Not long after
three o’clock, ‘‘Jesus cried with a Joud voice and gave
up the ghost.”” This was just about the time all the
paschal lambs were being sacrificed. Jesus was buried
just before sunset. While the multitude of the Jews
were eating the passover in their houses in Jerusalem
the _b'ody of Jesus lay in the new sepulchre, and thé'
dlsc1p’1'es'; ‘‘were scattered as sheep without a shep-
herd,”” insomuch that node of them returned to thgt
guest chamber to eat that passover.

IV.

SOME CONTRARY VIEWS NOTICED. FOUR nngmsrms"rol
JEWISH PASSOVER. QUOTATIONS FROM ALFORD AND .PAG c
A STRANGE EXPLANATION OF JOHN 13:2. DR HENRYF'
ﬁxposrnon ON JOHN 18:28, SHOWN T0 BE rnvi‘rv THS

PREPARATION,’’ AND ‘‘DAY BEFORE THE SABBATH"’ MEAl‘El‘
THE SAME DAY. THE IMPORTANCE OF TAKING THE BIB
AT WHAT IT SEEMS TO WANT TO MEAN. ' 25

In this chapter I wish to notice some vi i
) e views taken
grréler t(t)hexlplal? away the fact that Jesus was cruciﬁelg
etore the legal time for eating t
ke los ating he passover, and that
The Religious Encyclopedia under i
g : the article Pass-
over says, ‘‘But the whole difficulty has been c(a)!ts];s_
pletely clear'ed up by J.. H. Rauch, who, by an accu-
rate eompanson_of the accounts of Moses, of Josephus
and the evangelists, has shown that Jesus ac(:ording,

to the law and custom of the Jews, held the paschal

meal with his disciples in the frs¢ .
i s first, n\;)t the Jast hour of

Others take the same position. But was that a
9 :




" was it the law of God?

‘“Jaw and custom of the Jews?'  Where is the
authority for it? Even had it been a law of the Jews,
Can we suppose that Jesus
failed to fulfill every law? ‘‘Not one jot or tittle of
the law shall fail, but all shall be fulfilled,’’ said
Jesus. If it was not God's law for a passover to be
held in the first hour of the 14th of Nisan, then if
Jesus and His disciples did hold a passover at that
hour, did he not fail to keep the whole lan ? I am
very ready to admit that Jesus and his disciples did
eat a meal during the first part of the 14th of the
month Nisan, but I deny that meal being the pass-
over, for the sensible reason that the passover tould
not, according to the law, be sacrificed until ‘'between
the two evenings’’ on the 14th of Nisan,.and that time
had not come when they ate that supper.

There were four requisites necessary to a Jewish
passover :

1. Proper subjects. ‘Those who ate were to be Israel-

ites or their circumcised servants.
2. Proper food. 'The meal was to consist of a lamb
of pres¢ribed decription, roast in the fire, with unleav-

ened bread and bitter herbs. It could be no more—

no less. ; :

3. Proper hour. The hour was after the prepara-
tions had all been made-in their proper order on the
14th day of Nisan, which put the meal after sunset on
that day, or in the first hours of the 15th day, accord-
ing to the Hebrew reckoning. S

4. Proper place. 'The proper place;when Jesus was
on earth was Jerusalem. - o

The absence of ‘any of these requisites was the
absence of the passover. It is clear that Jesus was
crucified before the hour for eating the passover had
come, hence any meal He ate before that time could
not have been the passover without a violation of the
law.

Alford, in his notes on Matt. 26:17, in speaking of
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/ passages away.

the meal Jesus and His apostles ate in the first of the
14th of Nisan, says: It was not the ordinary passover
of the Jews, for (Ex. 12:22) when that was eaten
none might go out of the house until morning; whereas
not only did Judas go out during the meal (’John 13;
29) but our Lord and His disciples went out when tﬁ}é
meah was-finished. .Also, when Judas went out, it was
understood that he was gone to’buy, which could not
have been the case had it been the night of eating the
passover, which in all years was sabbatically hallowed. "
Bro.“W. M. Page, in commenting on the above
says: “‘Can we suppose that our Saviour would have
violated one jot or tittle of the law? Had His ene-
mies dragged Him from the house, it would have been
different; but, after eating this supper, He voluntaril
we'glt forth with His disciples.’’ 4
lere are several passages in John i
beyond a doubt that Jesus wgas crucjiﬁed ovt‘:}g‘;: pls:llg:j
ration day, which was 14th of Nisan. It is amusin
to see the expedie(:)lts of some authors to explain thes%
ne author says, in speaking of
13:2: “‘Now before the feast 05; the I?assovgmv{r?l}::z
Jesus knew,’’ etc., ‘“‘may we not Llnderstar;d that
‘before the feast’ refers to the feet-washing, which
occurred after they had reclined for supper but before
they actually partook of the feast?”” I don’t think we
are at liberty to ‘‘understand’’ or suppose any such
thing, unless there was something in the narrative to
justify such a supposition. I much prefer to let the
passage mean just what it Séems to want to mean in
its connection. It seems to teach that all the occur-
rences recorded by ‘John from the first of his 13th
chapter to the end of his rgth chapter, took place
before the.passover supper was eated, and after the’

. serving of the supper to which reference is made.

Even the last verse in chapter 19 teaches that the prepa-
ration day had not ended when Jesus was buried, and
of course the passover could not be eaten until the
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preparation had passed, and the first day of unleavened

bread had come. .
In John 13:27, ‘“That thou doest, do quickly.’’

Some of the disciples thought that Jesus had sent

Judas to buy such things as they had ‘‘need of against
the feast.”” ‘They could not have thought this, if all
the preparation had been made and they were, then
eating the feast. More than this, the first day of the
feast was a holy Sabbath, ‘‘an high day,” in which it
would have been unlawful for any trading to have
been done. They were allowed to buy tbe things on
the weekly Sabbath that they might need for the feast,
provided the preparation day came on the weekly Sab-
bath, as it did sometimes; but the first and last day of
the feast was considered a more holy day than the reg-
ular weekly Sabbath. This shows that the meal they
were eating was a supper eaten on preparation day,
before the first day .of the feast began. :

John 18:28. ‘‘Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas
unto the hall of judgment, and it was early, and they
themselves went not into the judgment hall lest they
be defiled, but that they might eat the passover.”

Dr. Henry, and some others ot his school, claim
that this was not ‘‘the paschal lamb’’ but ‘‘the Chagi-
gah,”” or the bullocks that they were required to sac-
rifice during the feast of unleavened bread, and if those
Jews entered the ‘‘hall of judgment,”’ they would be
disqualifiéd from eating this sacrifice. The text, how-
ever, says ‘‘passover’’—*‘that they might eat the pass-
over,’’ not ‘‘Chagigah.’”’ The paschgl lamb wastalled
the ‘‘passover’’ and was always eaten on the first part
of the first day of the feast. The ‘‘Chagigah’’ was
_animals sacrificed later, or during the feast of unleav-
ened bread. The ‘‘passover’ was sacrificed on the
14th of Nisan, and the ‘‘Chagigah’’ on the days
between that day and the 21st. - :

“It was early,”” Dr. Henry says, ‘‘when most peo-

ple were in their beds.”” Then it was too early for .
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those_]ews to be out, if they had eaten the passover
the night before, as he thinks they had. I prefer let- .
ting the Scripture mean what it seems to want to
mean in its connections. —The whole tenor of these
Scrlp}ures is, that this occurrence took place next
morning after Jesus and His apostles ate the meal in
the upper room mentioned by Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. . These Jews evidently had not eaten what
John called the passover and if they went into the
Gentile hall of judgment they would, according to the
law of God, be defiled so they could not eat the pass-
over until the 14th day of the next month. The sup-
per Jesus and His apostles ate was eaten before the
time for the passover, or these Jews were mistaken in
the day. I consider all the efforts I have seen to
explain away this text a signal failure,

John 19:14. ‘*And it was the preéparation of the
passover, and about the sixth hour (this was the
sixth hour, Roman time, or six o’clock a. m.); and he
saith unto the Jews, behold your king,” etc,. It is
argued by some that the expressions, ‘‘the prepara-

(tion’’ and ‘‘the day before the Sabbath’’ are synony-

mous terms, and, this being the case, this passage of
John may easily mean that it was the Sabbath eve, or
Friday of the passover week.”” I am ready to admit

_ that both expressions may mean the same day. The

first day of the feast was always a Sabbath, one
regarded with more reverence than the weekly Sab-
bath, and -‘‘the preparation of the passover”
always came on the day before that Sabbath day
heunce must have been, ‘‘the day before the Sabbath,'}
but not necessarily the day before the weekly Sabbath
or ‘'Friday of the passover week.”” Dr. Henry says:
‘It was the preparation of the passover, that is, for
the passover Sabbath.’’ '

The Sabbath question I want to discuss more fully

in next chapter. I will say here that the day to

which John refers, being the ‘‘preparation day,’’ or
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‘‘day before the Sabbath,’”’ shows that Jesus was cru-
cified before the time for the passover supper to be
eaten, hence, the supper He and his disciples ate the
evening before could not have been the passover.

Up to this time we have foupd nothing in the word
that teaches that Jesus and His apostles did eat the
last passover, but everything upon the subject, con-
strued in a natural, common-sense _way, tea_che(s: thgt
they did not eat it. Even:Jesus, himself, said, ‘7 wi//
not eat it,”’ knowing that He would have to suffer
before the hour came for eating it.

V.

' SABBATH QUESTION. NEW LIGHT FROM OLD ECLIPSES
THQEUU‘?I‘\EBD. EX’?‘RAORDINARY SABBATH{S. WHEN THE WEEKLY
SABBATH MIGHT BE BROKEN. THE RELIGIOUS YEAR OF THE
JEWS GOVERNED BY THE MOON. THE JEWISH CALENDAR,
FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR 26 A. D. TO THE END OF
A. D. 30. THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS WAS ON THURSDAY OF
THE WEEK. NOTICE OF MATT. 28:I, AND OTHER PASSAGES.
LIGHT THROWN UPON SEVERAL PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE.
God gave His ancient people many Sabbaths.
Every seventh day was a weekly Sabbath. This
weekly Sabbath came on the day we call Satprday,
beginning on Friday evening at sunset and lasting till
sunset on Saturday evening. Every seventh year was
a Sabbath. Every year after every seven times sev-
enth year was a Sabbath—a -jubilee. The first and
last days of the feast of unleavened bread were Sab-
baths. The first day always came on- the fifteenth of
Nisan and the last on the twenty-first. These two
Sabbaths did not always come on the same days of the
week. Sometimes one or the other of them came
upon the weekly Sabbath, and sometimes on the day
before or the day following. It is well knqwn by
Bible students that the word Sabbath is used for other
days than the seventh day of the week.
Cruden says: ‘‘Sabbath is likewise taken for all Jew-
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ish fes

Tabernacles, etc,

tivals indifferently (Lev. 19:3.). ‘Keep my Sab-
baths,’ that is, my teasts; as the passover, the feast of
Ezekiel says, that the Sabbaths are

signs that God has given to
them from all other nations
‘A reference to the twenty-third chapter of Levit-
icus will show the reader: [
“That, as asserted by Cruden above quoted, the-
term Sabbath was applied to feast days, such as the
great day of the passover, a
importance.

I,

2.

‘“T'hat these Sabbaths

His people to distinguish

nd other feasts of similar

» being fixed by the days of

the lunar months, did not necessarily coincide’ with

the weekly Sabbath, but

the week. :
‘“Now since an extraordinary Sabbath might fall

upon any day of the week,

be two

great feasts; the ‘great da

might fall upon any day of

it follows that there might

consecutive Sabbaths at the time of any of the

ordinary weekly Sabbath.

_‘ever th

e beginning and end

feasts fell upon the first or

(New Ligh
The law God

and last days of the feast

found i

n Ex. 12:16. These

as a “‘Holy Convocation."
work was to be done in them. They were recognized
as “‘extraordinary Sabbaths,”’’ and considered more
important than the regular weekly Sabbath. They
were called the ‘‘great day of the feast,”” ‘‘an high
day,” ‘‘a holy convocation,’’ etc, When the 15th of
Nisan fell on the next day after the weekly Sabbath,
making the preparation day the weekly Sabbath, ‘‘the
latter might be broken so far as preparations were

necessary for the feast.’’
These facts show

feast w

y' of the feast, and the

This was the case when-
ing of one of these great
sixth day of the week.”

t from Old Eclipses, p. ‘130.)
gave the Israelites respecting the first

of the passover may be
days were to be observed
No manner of servile

(Nishna, Pesachimi, ii, 6.)
that the first and last days of the

ere considered higher and more important
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Sabbaths than the regular weekly Sabbath.

Now, if it can be established that the 15th of Nisan
came on Friday of the year that Jesus was crucified, it
will follow that two Sabbaths came together, ‘‘an
high Sabbath’’ on Friday and the regular weekly
Sabbath on Saturday, and, will explain the apparent

contradictions of John and Matthew as well as throw

light upon many other passages of Scripture.

~ Bro. W. M. Page, the learned author of that
instructive book, “New Light from Old Eclipses,”
says on page 142: ‘‘The beginning of the religious

‘year of the Jews was fixed by means of the first full -

moon after the sun had entered Aries. This ‘was
always the full moon of the first monuth, and conse-
quently fell upon the fifteenth day of the first month,
Abib, or Nisan. It was on the evening of the 15th
of Nisan (the day beginning with sunset), that the
passover was eaten.’’

Again he says on page 187: ‘‘To make this matter
plain, we give the Jewish calendar, "adjusted to the
Julian, from the beginning of the year 26 A. D. to
the end of A. D. 30, showing in what time. of the
Julian year the Jewish feasts were celebrated during
that period, and the exact dates of the more memora-
ble events in our Saviour’s life, which we think will
greatly assist the Bible student and Sabbath-school
teacher in reducing to Julian dates the grand events
narrated in the four gospels.” e -

In examining this calendar I see that in the year
26 the fifteenth of Nisan came on Sunday, April 21st.
“That year the preparation day was Saturday, the
Jewish weekly Sabbath. In the year 27 the fifteenth
of Nisan came on Thursday, April roth. In the year
28 it came on Monday,* March 2gth. ¢ In the year 29

it came on Friday, March 18th. In the year 30it,

came on Friday, April 7th.
Now, as Jesus rose from the dead on the first day
of the week, which was the third day after His cruci-
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fixion, He could not have been crucified an

years except the year 29 or 30. In these tva?)f ;2:32
the feast of the passover, or the first day of unleavy-
ened bread, came on Friday, and the preparation day
on ’ljhu.rsday. This day being ‘‘an high day,” the
crucifixion coulc} not have taken place on it; ‘Emt as
we have seen did take place on the preparat,iou d,a.y
which was the 14th day of the month, and must havé
been on Thursglay of the week, .according to Page’s
calendar. During both these years, at the passovers
two Sabbaths came together; one the first Sabbath o-i’
the feast on Frl_day, the other the weekly Sabbath on
Saturday. _ This was obliged to have been, the case the
year in which Jesus was crucified. If He lay in the :
grave ‘‘three days and three nights’’ (Mat. 12:40)
and rose on ‘‘the first day’’ of the week, He n;ust
have been crucified on Thursday, and if ,Thursday
was the preparation day, Friday was the ‘‘high day”
of the feast, a Sabbath, and Saturday the regular

- weekly Sabbath. So two Sabbaths must have come

together for the Scriptures to be true.

In Matt. 28:1, in the King James’ version, we have
this language: ““‘In the end of the Sabbath as it
began to dawn towards the first day of the week,’’ etc
Mr. Page, commenting on this expression, says’ “Bui':
the word rendered Sabbath, as it stands in the Greek
1s notsingular, but plural; and a more exact transla-
tion would he ‘the end of the Sabbaths.’’’ An
school boy who has completed his Greek gramma¥
knows that the word used in this text.is found onl
in the genitive, plural, and the proper rendering is “031:
the Sabbaths.” Why it is not thus translated in the
various English versions that I have seen, and why

‘the other evangelists use the word in the singular

when speaking of the same event, I do not know, and
will not stop here to express an opinion. The ,most
literal translation of this verse would be, ‘‘Now after
the end of the Sabbaths as it was dawning into the
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first day of the week.”” Mark uses the singular,
“And the Sabbath being past,’’ etc. Is it not reason-
able to conclude that Matthew had both Sabbaths,
that came in conjunction at that passover, in mind
when narrating the event, and wished to emphasize
the idea that these women in no way violated the

Sabbath law, which governed one Sabbath the same

as another?

The facts given above will help us to understand
many passages of Scripture, that otherwise would
appear obscure or contradictory.

Matt. 27:62. ‘‘Now the next day that followed the
day of the preparation,”’ etc. This evidently is the
day after Jesus was crucified, and; the. day after the
preparation for the feast, showing that His crucifixion
did occur on the preparation day.

Mark 15:42. ‘‘And now when the even was come,
because it was the preparation, that is the day before
the Sabbath.”” Luke 23:54. ‘‘And that day was the
preparation, and the Sabbath drew on.”’

Evidently the passover Sabbath is meant in both
these passages. John 19:4.. ‘““And it was the prepa-
ration of the passover.’’ 31 verse: ‘‘The Jews because
it was the preparation, that the bodies should not
remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day (for that
Sabbath was an high day), besought Pilate, etc. 42
verse. ‘“T'here laid they Jesus therefore because of
the Jews’ preparation day.’’ \\

There is no contradiction or like,of harmony in
all these passages from the four evangelists. They
. are all speaking of .the same day and describing the
same event. They all use proper language and tell
the same truth. The only difference is, one calls it
the passover, and the others the Sabbath. They are
all correct. It was the day of preparation for the

passover, and the day following that day was ‘‘ans

high Sabbath,’’ because it was the passover Sabbath,
hence it was the preparation for the Sabbath. . This
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Sabbatp in that year was followed by another :
the weekly Sabbath, and preparai);’ion Hfor t?;lt)bgzll;:
bath had to be made the same day preparation was
made for the other Sabbath. The women Ma
Magdalene and the other Mary, observed both the?::
Sabbaths sacredly, for it was not until “‘after the end
of the Sabbaths as it was dawning into the first da
of the week,”. that they went to see the sepulchre -
The facts given in this article will enable the reader
readily to understand I Cor. 15:4, Matt. 16:21 Luke
9:22, Mark 9:31, Matt. 12:40, and kindred passa'ges
With these facts before us we have no trouble in
understanding the sign Jesus gave the Scribes and
Pharisees. (M?.tt. 12:38—-40.) The fortiéth verse
rendered according to the Hebrew idea would read:
““As Jonas was three evenings and three mornings in
the whale’s belly, so shall the Son of man be three
evenings and three mornings in the heart of the earth.’’
New count the time: Thursday evening, Friday eve.n-

. ing, and Saturday evening—three evenings; Friday

morning, Saturday morning, and Sunday morning—
three mornings. The sign had a literal fulfilliment
and He rose on the third day. Had He been buried
on Friday evening it -could not have a literal fulfill- *
ment by Sunday morning.

VI.-

THE LAW GOVERNING TYPES AND ANTI-TYPES. -
FILLED ALL THE LAW TO EVERY JOT AND nﬁm.mi}:}asnm
.CHAL LAMB WAS A TYPE OF JESUS. REFERENCE TO JOHN
6TH CHAPTER. QUOTATION FROM GRESWELI, ON THE HAR.
MONY OF THE GOSPELS. AS ANTI-TVPE JESUS MET ALL THE
;AWS GOVERNING THE TYPE. SOME EVENTS OF HIS LAST
OURS. 3

I begin this chapter by laying down the following
proposition. : '
Jesus could not have been the anti-type’ of the paschal

lamb, and not have been sacrificed at the time and: place
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the law requirved that the lamb—ithe type—should be sac-
rificed.
In Him the law and the prophets had to be fulfilled.
If there had been any failure on His part, it would
have been proof that He was an imposter and not the
anointed of God, and the demands of justice would
not have been satisfied. For this reason He was just
as careful to fulfill the law in small matters as in large
ones. ‘“Think not,”’ said He, ‘‘that I am come to
destroy the law, or the prophets; I.am not come. to
destroy but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled.”” He was
born in Bethlehem of Judea, for the law required it.
He was circumcised on the eighth day to fulfill the
law. Certain circumstances were brought to bear
upon Him to drive Him inte Egypt to fulfill the
prophecy: ‘“‘Out of Egypt have I called my Son.”
““And He came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth,
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophets:| ‘‘He shall be called a Nazarene.’! From
Nazareth He went and dwelt in Capernaura, ‘‘that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets.’’
He healed the sick, worked mitacles, preached the
gospel to the poor, spake to the multitudes in para-
bles, ‘“‘that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophets.” He rode into Jerusalem upon an ass to
fulfill the predictions of the prophets; but it was not
until He was glorified that the apostles ~*‘remembered
that these things were written of Him, and that they
had done these things unto Him.”” The people hated
Him and the Father without a cause, ‘‘that the word
might be fufilled that is written in the law.” All
through His life, in His death, resurrection and ascen-
sion, all circumstances were made to work together
for the fulfillment of the law and prophets. For
that purpose He came into the world and in Him all
the law and prophets were fulfilled. .
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. Paul says He is “‘our passover,’’ and it hasb

: vs He - the
faith of Christians in all ages that the ‘ash I
was a type of Him. - Lt Iam!)

1. The paschal lamb was lo be perfect—without blem-

_ish. 'This we surely find in Him, the anti-type. He

was the ‘‘Lamb of God”’ without ‘‘spot or blemish.”’

2. The paschal lamb was to be a ‘I‘)Zc:zmb ‘of 15215};7;.9!
year.” 'This teaches, I think, t%at His public minis-
try 1astec.1 bug one year. He entered His work after
His baptism just before the passover, and was crucified
the day of preparation for the next passover. So, He
was a ‘‘lamb of the first year.’’ : ;

3., The lamb was to be chosen and shut up, or con-
demned, on the tenth day of Nisan. Inthis He was evi-
dently an anti-type of the paschal lamb. His trium-
phant ride into Jerusalem on the ass was doubtless on’
Sunday, and on the tenth day of Nisan. Was this cir-
cumstance without significance? Does not His tri-
umphant ride into Jerusalem on that particular day
it bemg‘ the only time that He was recognized by thé
common people as king, His going into the<temple
and cleansing it just at that time, mean something?
Don’t ‘the wrath of the Jewish elders.and those in
authority, and the determination to have Jesus arrested
and put to death, all have a meaning? Yes, verily;
on this day, when the priests were examining and con-
demning the lambs to be sacrificed on the fourteenth
day, was Jesus, the true paschal lamb, condemned.
In this the law governing the type was surely fulfilled
in the anti type.

4. Thke paschal lamb was to be slain on the fourteenth
day of Nisan ‘‘between the two evenings,”’ that is between
fwo and six o'clock. 1 have already shown that Jesus
was crucified on the fourteenth day of Nisau, and
died just after three o’clock, which was the legal time
for slaying the paschal lambs. In this the law gov-
erning the type was fulfilled in the anti-type. :

5. Vot a bone of the paschal lamb was to be broken.
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The Scriptures tell us this was fulfilled to the letter
‘in the anti-type. _

6. The paschal lamb was to be ealen with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs. Read John 6:27-65 and learn
~ that we are to eat the flesh of, the Son of God with

unleavened bread, which is the pure, unadulterated
manna of God, with which nothing of an earthly

nature is to be mixed, and the bitter herbs of repent- -

ance.and sorrow, by faith, in order to have eternal life,
through ‘‘the sprinkling of blood.’”' - This law of the
type is fulfilled in the anti-type, through which ful-
fillment ouly can the destroyer be turned from our
door and we have eternal iife. :

I wish here to quote ftom Greswellon the Harmony
of the Gospels, Vol. ITI, pp. 162-3: ‘‘Now if the sac-
rifices of the Jewish passover were thus typical of the
sacrifice of the death of Christ, then circumstances of
time and place become of paramount importance to
the death of Christ, because they were of paramount
importance to the sacrifice of the Jewish passover.
This sacrifice was limited fromn the first; in point of
time, to one day in the whole year, the fourteenth of
Abib or Nisan; and in point of place, to that particu-
lar quarter, out of all possible situations, which God
should select to fix his name there; which gquarter,
before the building of the temple, might be variable,
and according to Maimonides, was either Gilgal or
Shiloh, or Nob, or Gibeah, or Jerusalem; in all which
places the tabernacle was successively erected; but
after the building of the temple, became permanently
fixed at Jerusalem. : This being the case, a sacrifice,
though performed at Jerusalem, and with all the cere-
monies of a Jewish passover (save and except the sec-
ond passover, which was yet restricted to the same
day in the second month), on any day but the four-
teenth of Nisan would not have been the Jewish pass-
over; and a sacrifice, though performed on the four-
teenth of Nisan, and- with all the ceremonies of the
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Jewish passover, in any place but Jerusale

not have been a Jewish passover. S-cI) i-ndisp::l‘savbvﬁ:u:g :
the constitution and integrity of the type, in this
1nstance, were time and place in conjunction: and so
little was either capable of answering its purpc;se with-
out the c_)ther; who, then, shall say that they were not
equally indispensable to the anti-type? Had Christ
though He had suffered as a victim at anywhere but
at Jerusalem, could He have suffered as the Jewish
passover ?  Had Christ suffered, though He had suf-
feg'ed as a victim, on any day but the fourteenth of
Nisan, and at any place but Jerusalem, in conjunction
could He have suffered as the Jewish passover »
Then His suffering must have been at the same ho'ur
the passover was sacrificed, or he could not have been
the anti-type of the paschal lamb.

Paul says in I Cor. 5:7: ‘‘For even Christ our pass-
over is s.lam for us.”! Every Jew, upon reading this
declaration of the apostle, had at once in his mind
Jerusalem and the fourteenth of Nisan, for this Wa;
the only place and only time that paschal lambs could
‘be legally slain.

It may be possible that the Jews, by their traditions
adulterated to a greater or less extent some part o;'
parts of the passover supper, but I cannot conceive
how Christ could have followed them iu their errors
If He ate the passover He did it complying with the
law of the Father, even in the most minute particular.

~ But He did not eat it, for He was crucified on the

fourteenth of Nisan, at the very hour the la i
that the paschal lambs should be slain, andwtrlfgg Iﬁg
became the true passover for His people. And now
His people (the spiritual Israel) are living by eating
by the faith of the Son of God, His flesh with the
unadulterated manna of God and the bitter herbs of
sorrow that attend them at every step, while they are
burdened with their corrupt bodies. '

Leii us notice now some of the events in the last
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days and hours of Christ’s nativity:

1. On Sunday, tenth day of Nisan, Jesus made
‘His trinmphant ride into Jerusalem on an ass, as had
been prophesied. He was hailed by the common peo-
ple as king. He boldly entered the temple and
cleansed it. 'The chief priests and elders held a coun-
cil and decided to put Him to death at the first oppor-
tunity. ‘They covenanted with Judas Iscariot to-
betray Him: into their hands. Thus He was con-
demned as our passover, but unwittingly on their part.

2. On the thirteenth day of Nisan (the day end-
ing at sunset), Jesus sent Peter and John into thecity
~ ‘to procure a room where they might together abide
during the seven days of the feast, and to begin the
preparation of the room for the passover. They
obtained “a large upper room, furnished,” and' after
the fourteenth day was ushered in at sunset, they
began ‘‘to make ready for the passover’” by ridding
the room of all leaven by the light of a candle.

3. Early after dark Jesus and the ten disciples
that were with Him entered the room to partake of
their evening meal.

4. 'The supper being served they all reclined at
the table and began the meal. For reasons that will
be considered in the mext chapter, during the meal,
“‘He riseth from supper, and laid aside His garments,
and took a towel and girded Himself. After that He
poureth water in a basin'and began to wash the disci-
ples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel wheréwith
He was girded.”’ Ny

5. The feet-washing and the instructions con-
nected with it all over, they again reclined at the table

_to renew the meal. - Jesus informed them that one of
‘them should betray him. Johu, the beloved disciple,
as he leaned ‘‘on Jesus’ breast saith unto Him: Lord,
who is it?’’ Jesus told him in a low tone of voice:
““He it is to whom I shall give a sop when I have

dipped it.”” - He gave the sop to Judas Istariot, who-
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“‘went immediatel : it w i
y out; and it was night.’” i
not return to that room any mote., . i

6. After Judas had gone out Jesus taught His

disciples long and lovingly as they recli
eating their meal. All that is regordedllifld]zﬁa;hf; ai)le
15, 16 and 17th chapters occurred in that upper ro,org,
7. When He had finished all that instruction. and
the‘ supper had ended, Jesus instituted what is known
as ‘‘the L_ord's Supper,’’ ‘‘and they sang a hymn and
wenst ouIt m}]o the g:ount of Olives.,”’
+__In the garden He withdrew a i .
from His d!smples and agonized in prs;lg:tv:riilts;a?ﬁ:
Father, saying: ‘'Father, if it be possible, let this cu
pass; nevertheless, not my will but thine be done.”’ :
9. He returned to His disciples and found them
:isleep. He gave them a kind and gentle rebuke:
Could you not watch with me one hour?”’ ]udas.
comes with a band of Roman soldiers—betrays Jesus
g;;};]adk'lssT!er is arrested and taken off before the
edrim that is i i iti
i RO n session awa1tipg the officers to
10. = Early in the morning, about 6 o'clock, He is

~ brought before Pilate, where they succeed in getting

the death sentence passed.
11. He is compelled to bear His cross to Calvary’s

" summit, where He is nailed to it and lifted between

the hea\;{ms and earth at abeut g o’clock.

12, t 12 o'clock, 'when the Jews were burni

: ) e g 1

the Ieax{en gathered from the houses the evenigg
before, ‘‘the sun was darkened and the veil of the
temple was rent in the midst.”’

13. At 3 o'clock the darkness disappeared
: ; b , and
s'sh:)rtt]ﬁz a{ltera]elsus ‘‘cried with a loud ngi):e Father
into thy hands I commend my spiri v :
ghost.”’ . y spirit, and gave up the

14. Late in the evening of that da j
: . : y, just before
sunset, He was taken down from the cross]amd laid in
the new sepulchre, because it ‘‘was nigh at hand,”’ and
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this was ‘‘the Jews' preparation day,”’ and t.l}e next
day was the passover Sabbath, ‘‘an high day. ;
15. All these things were done on the prepara 101;
day which began .at sunset on Wednesday, 13th Uf
Nisan, and ended on Thursday at sunset, 14th o
leg.n. Jesus lay in the grave from sunset fI‘hursi;:lay
evening till sunrise Sunday morning, making t r}ele
evenings and three mornings, as He had before proph-

esied.
VII. ‘
FEET-WASHING.

OPINIONS RESPHECTING FEET-WASHING. FEET-WASHING C}:Ibsr:
NOT BE A CHURCH ORDINANCE. IT HAS NO PLACE IN s
TORY PRIOR TO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. WHENGW};S
SAVIOUR WASHEDTHE DISCIPLES’ FEET. FEET-WASHIN e
AN ACT OF HOSPITALITY. THE SAVIOUR WASHED THE ms; -
PLES’ FEET TO THACH EQUALITY. IT REPRESENTS xT ClﬁEs
OF NECESSARY DUTIES. REFERENCE TO OTHER SCRIPTU R
SOME INCIDENTS. THE WRITER’S PRACTICE. THE INC
SISTENCY OF THOSE WHO PRACTICE IT AS AN ORDINANCE,

I ask the reader now to lay this boqk aside until
he reads carefully John 13:1-30. In this chapter a_ll
occurs that is said respecting the washing of the disci-

les' feet. o ir
- There . are three opinions among: rgllglous people
ahout feet-washing. ey )

1. Some claim that feet-wa_shmg is not at all bind-
~ing upon Christians, as a religious duty.

gz. pOthers claim that it is a church ordinance and
should be observed by the church with the same care
and order as baptism and the Lord’s supper. Among
these may be named Anti-mission Baptists, Free-

will Baptists, some orders of Methodists, Mormons, *

Adventists and some others.
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3. While still others claim that the Saviour washed |
the disciples’ feet for an example for His people, and
that itirepresents a whole class of private duties that
they should ‘do, and about which He says: “If ye
know these things. happy are ye if ye do them.” A
great many Christians take the last position, and the
writer among the number.

' (L) Letusexamine the subject carefully to see whether

or not it is a church ordinance.” -

It would be profitable for us to inquire right here:

What is a church ordinance? 1 sappose no thinking
person will doubt the definition I give below. A
church ordinance is a church rite that it requires an
officer ordained by the church to administer. An oath
is a state ordinance because it requires that the admin-
istrator of it should be ordained or “‘set apart” by the
laws of the state to administer it, Marriage is a state
ordinance because the laws set apart or ordain certain
officers to administer it. For one to administer an
oath, or a marriage, who is not set apart or ordained
‘by the laws of the state for that purpose, lays himself
liable to prosecution and makes the ordinance null and
void. We recognize baptism and the Lord’s supper
to be church ordinances, because a person set apart
or ordained to that office must administer them. One
not ordained cannot administer an ordinance.

With the above definition before .us, I will now say:

1. Feet-washing cannot be observed as a church
ordinance, and the injunction of the Saviour, ‘‘wash
one another's feet,’’ be carried into effect.

What does the administrator of a church ordinance
do when he administers the ordinance? He repeats
the words and performs the act required by the Saviour,
When an ordained minister administers baptism he
takes the candidate into the water, repeats the form-
ula, submerges him under the water and raises him
out of the water. The ordinance is then adminis-
tered. When he administers the Lord’s supper, he
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consecrates the loaf by prayer, breaks and distributes
it, as Jesus did, and the cup likewise. That is admin-
istering it. : . :

Now, should he attempt to administer feet-washing
as a church ordinance, he should do as Jesus did, or it
would not be administered. He should lay aside his
outer garments, gird himself with a towel, pour water
in a basin, wash the feet of all the members and dry
them with the towel. All that is' what Jesus did.
Anything short of that would fail to be an administra-
tion/of it as an ordinance. Now, I ask, how can all
this be done and the Saviour’s injunction, ‘“‘wash one
another’s feet,”’ be carried into effect? That injunc-
tion forever condemns the idea of feet-washing being
a church ordinance, but teaches that it is a reciprocal
duty to be done oue to another.

2. Feet-washing cannot be a church ordinance
because the apostolic churches never observed it as
such. :

The apostles were a living commentary on the acts
and teachings of the Saviour. If we have any doubt
about the Saviour's meaning relative to any matter,
if we canfind out how the apostles understood Him,
we may rest assured that what they said or did was
correct. . Paul boldly exhorts, ‘*Be ye followers of me
even as I also am of Christ.” What did Paul teach
the churches about feet-washing? He said a good
deal about baptism and the'Lord’s supper, but I have

failed to find a single verse where he or any of the
other New Testament writers ever said one word to
any church about feet-washing. I challenge the
~world to show a single instance upon record where
any apostolic church ever observed feet-washing
in a church capacity. Paul declared to the elders
at Ephesus, ‘I have not shunned to declare unto

you all the counsel of God.” Vet there is nothing

upon record: that he said to them about feet-wash-
ing as a church ordinance. May we not therefore
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take it for it di i
G gGl;Jac;l?t,e‘d that. it did not come in “‘all the
~ 3: I have not found where feet-washi
E)}llaee in church histt_)ry as an ordinancefu?xitirllaZb?)?g
e year 1845 when it was added to the ordin i
th(; Eanoochee association. e
ave in my possession a n iasti
%I:Iiletiihigtrch élistc];ries, such as Ct?t}: rct:i;gclgs;:igsgl
> and others. of less importance bt tol -
failed to find in any of them an o "of f s
ing classed as a church ordiz;ll]c;e?mll)t il o
;:éuct:;fthes élurmg the entire church s’lgeyu::':]i{ a? fv;:l;
i ate. I find several of them quote
Mosheim, the great Lutheran historian whose hist
is consnder_ed standard, as saying: “"I‘he only o:({iy
gzglces ((ifhxt'llst has '.egppoiuted for His churches are bap-
o thanB the Lord’s supper.”” In the different creeds
e ::h' a.lplt‘lsts as far back as the eleventh century, I
. bxs. ““The sacraments of the church of Christ a:re
txgl’ft l?pf:l:!t;tl and ttlLe_ Lord’s supper.”” Then, in the
ury, this: ‘‘“We acknowledge . -
mendt,s_as of duijne appointment but baptigsmuZn?Ia?i?e
%Olfhi :; ;uﬂpcééubtflélwe bt:;lltovg tlé?se histories on down
i :about findin - i
classed with the ordinances by angy f]g(;tpggts‘]égir alf
earlier than the close of the eighteenth century :
So far as I have examined the history of tile first
associations in America I have failed to find where
any of them classed feet-washing with church ordinan
ces earlier than about 1845. The Canoochee assogia:
tion, qf Qeorgia, was organized in 1829. I have had
the privilege of reading all the minutes of  that asso-
cidation up to some years in the past: Though I have
them Dot in ‘my possession now. They' mentioned
in their articles of faith, baptism and the Lord’s sup-
per only as church ordinances. I think it was in 185
ﬂmt the follo“{ing query’ came to: the assbciations'
Do you not think that we should add the washing-
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of the saints’ feet to the church ordi:xal1c?§‘;;' d’l;hf
following answer was given to t}‘1‘e query:h_ eof 2
From that time till the present ti:e wsas;l un:)%-di'nance
ints’ feet’’ is printed in the minutes as an e
z%lzésual force ngth ‘‘baptism and the Lord’s suppe;;.e ’
So, I think we may. with propriety give the Canooc )
ssociation the honor of the discovery. :
a A :—?ttéozever known or practiced by {)l;.e ch;;(i:::g
' ears, can have no just claim to be reco .
:fa?;raiagot‘)arc{inance. The Canoochee‘assoc,l?tmn put ;;
right when they used the word ‘‘edd,’” for it w
ddition. :
su:ely Iatn“?as not done by the Saviour to the apostle?
after the institution of His supper, hence it is not con
ted in any way with His supper. : :
ne; have sho);m in preceding chapters that it \l,vas 1tre:
the midst of the supper thaé Jesus anc} ‘I‘ﬂlse ;1::;; ::t?on
i i t part o
in the upper room in the firs e i
day,”’ that Jesus washed the disciples & o
: table and he contin
ward, they all went back to the Qo
, they had finishe
ed to teach them, anq when ! t
11:1eal He instituted His supper. The f,eet wash:t;gt
took place during the meal and the Lord’s suppf:ft :
its close, Matthew and Mark both tell us {Ihat aa :d
the institution of tl;e s_l.lppelfr,tl']'th;:;r ;:ngp;e a{';n]:O e
t out.”  The singing of the hymn appe
glznonly service rendered after the mst’l!:utlon oli t'tlxg
“Lord’s supper’’ before they “went, out. W(:l S ouer
be very careful how we read God’s word and nev
misplace its commands or add to lts\teachmgs. s
5. All the ordinances He gave us are syx;: o
Baptism symbolizes the Christian’s death to th e loV:
and practice of sin, and his resurrection t?‘l'tke So:, :
-and practice of righteousness. It is also a *‘likene
of the death, burial and resurrection of Iesusl.md -
The Lord’s supper symbolizes the broken y a
shed blood of our blessed Redeemer, and teaches us

that He will come to earth again, not to make a sin i
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oiI’fering, by unto the ultimate salvation of His peo-
ple. -

But what does feet-washing symbolize ? Absolutely
nothing. There is not a word of instruction given in
the book relative to anything it could symbolize.

Fromthe five considerations given above I argue
that feet-washing cannot possibly, with any shadow
of correctness, be considered a church ordinance. :

(IL.) - Ifit is not a church ordinance, what is if, and
where should it be observed?

We know that Jesus did wash His disciples’ feet
and that He said to them: *Ve call me Lord and
Master and ye say well; forso I am. If I then, your
Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought
lo wash one another's feet’ This makes it a duty.
For reasons already given I am sure it is not a church
ordinance, or even a duty to be performed before the
public eye. Then it must be a private duty and
should be performed where other private duties are
performed.

I. It was an act of hospitality in the days of Jesus
on.earth, and for many hundred years before.

, The people in Palestine in those days traveled
mainly upon foot and did not, as they do now, wear
shoes and boots for the protection of the feet, but
only sandals, and in their journeys along the dusty
roads their feet became much soiled and often bruised
and sore. When they came to a home to rest it was
essential to their comfort and health that their feet
be bathed. Hence, the common hospitality of the
country ‘demanded that water should be brought that
they might wash their feet upon entering the home,
Read Gen. 18:1-8 and see that the washing of feet was
just as much an act of hospitality as inviting the guest
in to partake of a meal. Also note Gen. 19:2 and
24:32-33. In this day and country when visitors come
to our homes we prepare water, towel, comb and
brush and invite them to wash or bathe their hands
and face and brush their hair before inviting them in
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to dine. 'The preparing of those necesslary thi?ﬁi (i;sa
: itali t is mo S-
t of the hospitality of our homes. s
g::y to preparl:: for the washing of the feet, as in
ancient times, because tltljey do 1;10ti rt:;;ettihlet. o
s customary, if those enter g
recf;gwniazed as noted guests, for a servant to wash their
. I Sam. 25:41. ' S
f-ee(gn one occgsion Jesus and His_ disciples lWv:ere
invited to be guests of a Pharisee, Sllt:lmio ‘tflelg dgg:]ry.'
i le Mary, who-
As they reclined at the tab Jidsany
i for she was an humble,
to sit at the feet of Jesus e ns
isti d ‘‘began to was
devoted Christian, stole in an . Bt e
" wi tears and perform other ac
e i Hi Simon muttered that
would show her love for Him. L
allowed her to come so near Him. {
é(iez?cfn sharply for his neglegtf 0{ d]tisusx;?l(cir el‘ils
isci is gt He had failed to e :
disciples as his guests. I el e o
common hospitalities of the day: 0
:]}:?ne house, thou gavest me no w?tert fm;l nrazy tﬁ:i;]g
\ 1 i st of note, .
Mary recognized ]ﬁsus as a gue ot a
a servant’s place, ‘‘began to was < Eon
i h to prompt him to
did not love much, not enoug A e
ymmon hospitality; but Mary loved much, ‘
(scil:?ler to Is:erve h’er Lord in washing His feet w1tl:
her tears. Simon did not show Him decent res%eli:e
while Mary recognized Him a;s a;] _gui:fst oi; or:]%tid i
i ing : this time- . cus-
Saviour, taking ac{‘.rar.xtage) of tl e bonon s
washed His disciples feet‘ in or
gg\l?e'ral important lesso:}s. 'IYe callI;nE 5171;)1:1(-1 Lz:;(é
ster and ye say well, for so 1 am.
:f:?ig laaster iave washed your feet, ye alslo ought t‘;z
. wash one another’s feet. Jfor / have given Jou
example, that ye should do as I have done lo you.
2. In this He taught them equality. o
The disciples had much of the spirit of the v:h :
They had on several occasions a strife among en:h
selves ‘‘which of them should be accounted the grea
est.” The Saviour gave them several iessons' gpon
eqﬁaiity (Matt. 20:20-28,"Mark 9:33-37, Luke 9:46-50,
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Luke 22:24-27), and finally on this the last night with
them He gave them a final and extremely impressive

lesson in washing their feet. He said: *‘T have given:

You an example that ye should do as 1 have done to
you.”’ T have told you before “‘that I am among you
as he that serveth,”” now I have proved it to you by
this “‘example’’—be as willing to serve one another as
I have been to serve 'you. Don’t try to seek high
places and. get above your brethren, but be ever wil-
ling to serve your brethren even if it be necessary to
get down and wash their feet. Let every one of you
esteem the others better than himself. This would be
equality. This was one of and.the principal great
lesson the Saviour taught in washing the disciples’
feet. Let us all learn the lesson by following the
‘“‘example’’ He gave us.

3. The feet washing is the representative of a
whole class of necessary duties. '

Our Saviour, after washing the disciples’ " feet,
reclined again at the table and, while finishing the
meal, taught the disciples. With the instructions He
said: Tf ye know Zhese things, happy are ye if ye do

,them.””  What ‘‘things” were meant? If He had

only meant feet washing He would not have said
“‘these things," but #kis thing. If but one thing had
been meant He would have used the singular, #4is
thing, and not the plural ‘‘these things.’”” Then, evi-

‘dently, there was something more than feet-washing

meant. The feet-washing was simply a representative
of a whole class of necessary ‘‘things.”” Now, 'what
are these necessary things? Follow up the references to
Titus 3:14, and you will get some inforination: ‘‘And
let us also learn to maintain good works for necessary
uses that they be mnot unfruitful.’”” Then “‘these
things" the Saviour referred to are ‘‘the good works
for necessary uses’’ mentioned by the apostle. Now,
what are these good works? Follow the reference to

I Tim. 5:10: “Well reported of for good works; if

she have brought up children, if she have lodged
43
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; if she~have washed the saints’' feet, if she
:Lﬁ?ezgeilri,hg:gﬁcted, if she have diligently followed
work.
Ewl?;iwﬁae apostle names some of‘ the ‘‘good u:(,)rk;;
for necessary uses,’”’” which are ° th(lese thmgl;s of
which the Savior says, ‘‘happy are ye 1f,),7e dot en}ll.
1. ‘‘If she have brought up children, whethelz fer
own, or the children of another, itisa good wor 0(11‘
a necessary use, to bl‘i(lilg tl(l}%mhu;ﬁ) :}n)t.he nurture an
iti the Lord.”” (Eph. 6:4. _
adzl.onffi?;l?é have lodged strangers.”’ ‘This too was
a good work for a necessary use, "‘for there?y some
have entertained angels unawares.”’ (Heb. ’{3.2.) ;
3. “‘If she have washed the saints’ feet.”’ Another
good work for a necessary use. Tl_]e travelmlg gaint
was tired, and his feet sore, from his long day’s ](()imlr-
ney. In order for him to feel comfortable, his sal}da s
must be laid aside and  /is feet wa;slzed. The widow
who did this for a ‘“‘necessary wuse,” and not for a
- mere form before a congregation in a church house,
was “happy’’ in the discharge of her dl’l’ty. _ :
4. “‘If she have relieved the afflicted.”” This truly

i ?  Now, says
is a ‘‘good work for a necessary use. 5 .
]esu:‘fg “‘if ye know these things,’’ these good wo,fks
for necessary uses,’’ ‘‘happy are ye if ye do them.

There is no work recognized as a good work® by
God, unless it be done for a necessary use. To COlﬂ{-
fer a favor when it is not needed, is not a good‘ wor .
because it is not done for a necessary use. Glgo”
works for necessary uses’’ are all“the ‘‘good wgr S

" the Bible recommends. Bringing up children, lo gu];g
strangers, washing the saints’ feet and re}}ev1ng the

_afflicted are good works only when done ‘‘for nleces-
sary uses.’’ If not needful, though we may {%o them,
they fail to be good works. Unfortuna:ttely or us kl’l}
the present day, we want to ma:ke our ‘‘good wor '11
public, so we may have the praise of men. We wi

not ‘‘wash the saints’ feet’’ when such a work is of «

‘“‘necessary use,’’ but wait till we go to church, and,
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though the washing is not ‘‘necessary,’’ we will per-
form it so the world can see us and exclaim: ‘“‘How:
humble those Christians are.”’ Paul, who evidently
understood the Saviour’s meaning, makes feet-washing
@ private duty, classed with other private duties, to be
done only when necessary. . Baptism and the Lord’s
supper symbolize their proper objects, but feet-wash-
ing. like ‘‘bringing up children,”’ *‘lodging strangers,’’
and ‘‘relieving the afflicted,”’ symbolizes nothing, but
is merely a ‘‘good work for a necessary use.’”’ We
should practice it as such, but never as a church
ordinance. - ;

Many humble Chfistians belonging to churches that
practice feet-washing, are troubled because they are
expected to engage with the church in the practice,
and they can see no satisfactory reason why it should
be done. Sometimes they abseut themselves from
their churches on feet-washing days to be absent
rather than engage in a practice they can see no reason
for. ; :

The writer moved some years ago into a town to
(serve the church as pastor. Among his near neighbors
was a pious old sister ot the Anti-mission persuasion,
familiarly called by everybody, “‘Aunt Sallie.’’ One
night after the children had all been washed and
tucked off to bed, and the old folks getting ready to
retire, a knock, £nzock was heard at the door. Upon
the door being opened in walked Aunt Sallie, declar-
ing she was much troubled about a little matter and
could not rest until she had learned whether or not
the new preacher believed in feet-washing. 'O,
yes,”’ was the reply, *‘I and my wife are both strong
believers in feet-washing, but the rest of the family
do not believe in it, and we sometimes have a hard.

time making the children practice it”’ 0, that is
not what I mean,’’ said Aunt Sallie; ‘‘do you think it
etught to be dome at church?’ ‘‘Well, no, Aunt

Sallie; I think it much better to attend to that and all
like duties before we start, and then there would

5 -




be no necessity for it’ when we get to church,” was
the answer. ‘‘Well, that has taken a heavy burden
off of me,’’ said Aunt Sallie. “‘I am so glad te find
one preacher who thinks that to wash our feet at home
is sufficient.”” And Aunt Sallie trudged ;back to her
home much happier than when she left it.

I was informed some time ago of a rather strange cir-
cumstance occurring with reference to feet-washing in
church. T'we brethren who lived some distance from
the church and who were not regular attendants
because of the distance, had gone out one Sunday
morning to attend their church meeting. After arriv-
ing upon the church yard they were informed that it
was feet-washing day. Upon getting this information
they looked at each other and smiled. Soon they were
seen walking toward the creek and when interrogated
later upon their object of going to the creek replied that
their teet were not in a suitable condition to have their
shoes taken off before the public, and they had gone to
the creek to wash their feet. Surely their feet did not
need washing in the meeting house after they had
washed them in the creek. If the washing of their
feet then| was a ‘‘good work’’ at all, in- was not ‘“‘a
good work for a necessary use.’’ 2

The pastor of a certain church wasa small man with
very small feet. Onone occasion, after all the brethren
had been paired off on one side of the church building
and the sisters on the other side to engage in the wash-
ing of one another’s feet, it was discovered that there
was one large brother, who was by occupation a farmer,
had no partner in the feet-washing business. The
little pastor, genial and kind, was not willing for this
brother to leave with his feet unwashed, volurteered
fo take the big brother for his partner in the washing.
Taking up the basin of water and carrying it to the
big brother’s feet, sat it down with the remark, *‘Bro.
B:, all the brethren have dodged you because yonr
feet are so large, but I wont slight you; but, I want
you/ to know that I am cheated by taking you for my
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partner, for I'will have two very large f

zggwycziu Oilly two small ones.”’ y'I‘ha,l:g retﬁgi'kmcl:;ﬁ?
;work‘.e” a lack of t.he spirit of Christ in that ‘‘good

In time of slavery it was custom

to occupy the back seats in- the c;l;frcf]orhctxﬂgess e
those that were members were members of the ,s e
churches with their masters in many parts ofatnﬁe
south. On one occasion in one of those church s
made up of masters and slaves, when feet-washing d .
came, and the brethren white and colored had %tir?dr
off _for the feet-.washing, it was discovered thaI.:: 0
white brother and one colored brother could get o
partner of their own color, and came together asg all'lt0
ners to wash feet. Pete went ahead and washe.dp th-
white brother’s feet, drying them nicely with th:
towel. He then sat back waiting for the white
brother to return the ‘‘good work.’”’ After waitin i
reasou‘able time and the white brother makin gna
move in that direction, he asked: ‘‘Mars Joe ain% 00
gwine ' to wash my feet?”” ‘The white broi?;lel;

-answered: ““No, Pete, I aint gwine to wash no nig-

ger’s feet.”” 1In that case i
e there was but .Ilttle fellow-
- 'I‘h_e writer has been asked on more than one -occa-
sion if he ever practiced feet-washing as a religious
duty. He takes this occasion to answer that hoEeg has
observed it a great many times as a reI‘igiousk dut
but he is thankful that he never -observed it as ya'.
church rite, or in a public meeting on any occasion
Be has oftf:n, when in the sick room, poured wate;'
into a b.asu_1 and carefully and ten&erly washed the
feet qf his sick brethren and dried them with a towel
‘Iie; d:lddttll;s lf)e]cause it was a good work foranecessarg}
, an ; i :
il hiem'e t that his brethren were upon an equal-
* Again, he has often done it in his own 5 i
brethren, when they, tired and worn, I:vavgl 2(1)1;::;?“11:2
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enjoy for a night the hospitality of his household. He
has on such occasions taken a basin of water, either
warm or cold, as would seem most refreshing, and has
gotten down to their feet, taken off their shoes and
washed and dried their feet. In doing, this he felt
happy because it is one of ‘‘these things’’ that he
knew, and for the doing of which the Lord promised
happiness. His brethren have often treated him in
the same way when he has been at their homes enjoy-
ing the hospitality of their families. This is really
the way feet-washing is to be observed, and the Scrip-
tures give no warrant for its observance in any public
capacity.

On one occasion the writer was present' with a
church and they were expecting to observe the Lord’s

, supper and wash feet. They had invited him to take
part in the service, which he had consented to do; but
when he learned that they were tacking feet-washing
onto the Lord’s supper, he begged them to excuse
him, for he could not, take part with them, because he
felt they were adding to the ordinance of the Lord’s
supper, (and he could not give his sanction to such a-
course. | He preferred to act consistently with God’s
word rather than work for popularity. (See Rev.
22:18.) - ;

So far as the writer knows respecting the practice of
those who recognize feet-washing as a church ordi-
nance, they are extremely inconsistent. Their males
and females are baptized in the same baptistry,- and
all sit together to partake of the Lord’s supper, but
when it comes to feet-washing they are separated, the
males washing in one part of the 'building and the-
females in another. ‘The same is true of the races, -

“the whites washing together and the colored together.
0, consistency thou art a jewel!”’ :

[rHE END.]
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